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his breast, declaring he was not able to support the abundance of heavenly
consolations. At the same time he signified that he rather prayed that
God would reserve those pleasures for another time, and here would not
spare to inflict on him any pains or sufferings in this present world,
F. Caspar Barzia and four other Jesuits, arrived at that time at Goa from
Europe, whom the saint stationed, and then set out for Malacca, intending
to proceed to Japan. After a short stay at Malacca, he went on board a
Chinese vessel and arrived at Cangoxima, in the kingdom of Saxuma, in
Japan, on the I5th of August 1549, having with him Angeroo, who had
been baptized with two of his domestics at Goa., and was called Paul of the
holy faith.

The language of the Japanese seems, in the judgment of Kaempfer,
to be a primitive or original tongue, St Francis learned certain elements
of it from his convert during his voyage, and stayed forty days at Cangoxima,
lodging at Paul's house, whose wife, daughter, and other relations he in
the meantime converted and baptized. The same language is used all over
the empire, but the words are differently accented when addressed to
courtiers or persons of rank, and when to merchants and soldiers, and
again differently to the vulgar. During these forty days, St Francis, by
unwearied application made such progress in it as to translate into Japanese
the apostle's creed and an exposition of it, which he had composed, and
which he got by heart in this language, and then began to preach; but was
first introduced by Paul to the King of Saxuma, whose residence was six
leagues from Cangoxima.

After a year spent at Cangoxima with his usual success, the saint

in 1550 went to Firando, the capital of another petty kingdom;  for the

King of Saxuma, incensed at the Portuguese because they had abandoned

his port to carry on their trade chiefly at Firando, had withdrawn the

licence he had granted the saint, and began to persecute the Christians.

The converts, however, persevered steady, and declared they were ready

to suffer banishment or death rather than deny Christ;   and St Francis

recommended them to Paul, and left in their hands an ample exposition

of the creed and the life of our Saviour translated entire from the Gospels,

which he had caused to be printed in Japanese characters.   He took with

him his two companions, who were Jesuits, and carried on his back,

according to his custom, all the necessary utensils for the sacrifice of the

mass.    The saint, on his way to Firando, preached in the fortress of

Ekandono, the prince of which was a vassal to the King of Saxuma.   The

prince's steward embraced the faith with several others, and to his care

Xavier recommended the rest at his departure;  and he assembled them

daily la Jbis apartments to recite with them the litany and prayers and, on

Sundays, read to them the Christian doctrine:   and so edifying was the

behaviour of these Christians, that many others desired to join them after